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Dear Class of 2020 Student, 
 

As March arrives, we are beginning to assemble course requests for students in the Class of 2020.  Please take 
a moment to review all of the information below as it details every aspect of the scheduling process.  All initial 
course requesting is done through the PowerSchool Parent Portal.  Please see the enclosed letter on how to 
access your PowerSchool account.  All freshmen are required to take English, Math, Biology, World Studies, 
World Language, Physical Education, and Lunch.  These seven courses have been pre-loaded into PowerSchool 
based on a review of Honors Applications, 8th grade report cards, and input from middle school personnel 
where required.  Once logged in, click “Class Registration” and then “View Course Requests” to review these 
requests. 
 

You are required to use PowerSchool to select the two electives that will fill the remainder of your 9-period 
schedule.  You must also select one alternative elective that will be used in the event of scheduling conflicts.  
Please note that courses requested at this time do not represent your finalized schedule.  The High School 
Master Schedule takes shape throughout the summer and final schedules will be released in early August.  It is 
possible that an elective course on your schedule may differ from one you requested due to class size, 
availability, or conflict with a required course. 
 

As in the past, Guidance Counselors will be available for 15-minute appointments on Saturday, March 12th and 
Saturday, March 19th from 8am to 1pm to meet with you and your parents/guardians if you have questions 
regarding course requests or other high school programs.  If you wish to schedule an appointment, please 
contact the Guidance Office at 908-243-1550.  These appointments are not mandatory. 
 

Electives:  All freshmen are strongly encouraged to select a study hall as one of their two electives.  Available 
9th grade electives are listed below and we ask that you review the course descriptions in the Program of 
Studies (located online) before making a selection.  We offer several options in Art, Music, Business, 
Engineering, and Computer Science.  You should also review prerequisite requirements for any electives 
offered to grades 10-12 as these criteria may affect your current selections.  We are offering a new elective in 
16-17 called “21st Century Experience”, which will provide students with limited exposure to STEM concepts an 
opportunity to explore engineering and computer programming through hands-on discovery. 
 
 

Art Communication Design 1, Exploring Art, The 3D Experience 

Music Concert Choir, Freshmen Band, Music Fundamentals 

Computer Science Intro to Computer Programming 

Engineering Intro to Engineering Design 

Business Accounting 1, Digital Literacy 

STEM 21st Century Experience 



 

Honors Applicants:  All applications for Honors courses were reviewed based on Honors Placement Criteria.  If 
you applied for a particular Honors course but a different level of that course is listed in PowerSchool, this 
signifies that you did not meet the criteria for acceptance.  You may appeal this denial in April by using your 3rd 
marking period grade as a means to move your current average above the requisite 90.  Only denied courses 
may be appealed.  To file an appeal, please send an email to Mrs. Cross at mcross@somervilleschools.org with 
a copy of your 3rd marking period report card by April 15, 2016.  Please remember that not taking a particular 
Honors course during Freshman year does not prevent you from applying again in subsequent school years. 
 

Applicants to SALA, SMSA, or VoTech:  If you have applied to the Somerville Academy for Liberal Arts, 
Somerville Medical Sciences Academy, or Somerset County VoTech, please request electives as outlined above.  
Once accepted to a particular program, your course requests will be adjusted based on program specifications. 
 

Students with Disabilities: It is possible that course requests will not appear in PowerSchool at this time as we 
await the annual IEP meetings that will determine a student’s placement.  The decisions made at those 
meetings will be communicated to the Guidance Office, at which time they will be entered in the system.  
Elective courses will also be selected during IEP meetings. 
 

Math Placement:  Students currently enrolled in Algebra Connections or Math 8 have not satisfied their High 
School Algebra requirement and must enroll in Algebra 1 during Freshman year.  Any 8th grade student 
currently in Algebra 1 that is struggling with the content is encouraged to request Algebra 1 again next year. 
 

World Language:  The course listed is a preliminary selection based on a review of current coursework.  Later 
this spring, a short assessment will be administered through the Middle School classes to assess vocabulary, 
grammar, and native-speaking skills.  Recommendations for any level changes will be communicated to you at 
that time so that a final decision on placement can be reached.  This assessment is not factored into your 
current grades. 
 

Students NOT Attending SHS in 16-17:  Please contact the Guidance Office if you will not be attending SHS in 
the fall so that we can update our records accordingly. 
 

The Program of Studies 2016-2017 and other scheduling resources can be found on the Guidance Webpage 
under “Incoming Freshmen.”  If you have any additional questions, please contact the Guidance Office and we 
will be happy to provide any assistance.  We look forward to working with you throughout your career at 
Somerville High School! 
 

 

 

Sincerely, 
 

   
Mr. Christopher J. Mulligan 

 Director of Guidance 

mailto:mcross@somervilleschools.org

